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Societal cost savings from abuse deterrent formulations for prescription opioids in
Canada
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Medical experts and public health officials in Canada are concerned about the abuse of prescription
opioids. Available evidence suggests the abuse of prescription opioids is partly facilitated by users who
modify the drug product. Abuse deterrent formulations exist for some products but are not mandatory
for all prescription opioids. This study estimates the magnitude of the societal costs in Canada resulting
from non-medical use of prescription opioids that could be avoided if all prescription opioids were
mandated to be abuse deterrent formulations.
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